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When the Riggiang bocamea Cuba's ologe
ally in the &0s and 70, they used the
wirkshe P ag a trmmng iy frr what is now the

urrent generati of Cuban piang tuners and
tachniciame Tws & if bl and Parh.:]]'l.r girht-
v here — the first in 1970
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decade mfered to as the “Spedal Perigd”
and are 341l Inhing umder a lower standard tham
they wers before 1991, Ti'u#Pm o forced Cuba o
dun;:;# from a mation of congumers, dependent on
ayt ail gources, to a maore sustainable
Iy baged om meeting b.'!“-:ll neads :::rl-:l
comservation
At the Nationa] Warkshe op of Instrument Repair
e training prgramme ceaded and the workshop
f.'l] -|-te.:d:]1.r:mt r-.'l:llh.'t:r_lmr Wath tha 1S trads embar-
o piang technicans on the island cannot buy the
= uﬁl amd mat#:na]t 'ﬂ'b""'.l' neod, and a3 the oldar gen-
eration of Cuban tundrs refires, the skills that L
with the tools are algo dizappearing
Bandsts in Cuba face \.EI”EI‘I e people I most
countries can t imagine The tr pical dimate iz
rticularhy umd r:g:\n:rlﬁ o ems made from wooed.
ﬁm' an Irish E‘m P® I'b“ :ng b redore thoisands
:u:rt-ﬂ: that Feave fallem it rd:*ﬁ:ﬂPmr
Erm-.i‘:."‘lill}l Irish ]:l:l.!:n.-rtu:rl":r-t have been going to
Havana to help tram local technicang. Under 'ﬂ't-"
Htle ! Una I'... h:r-ﬁla - Fh# Irsh Cuban Fane Pro h;r"\.
o) chion '|.'|.:|'E|1| the Havana Arts
hf l'.'..u]h:r# 'I:i'te:.l'
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ymall numbar of piano-tuners to Cuba to tune
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pianes and train people locally; to help
restore Havana's Mational Wortkshap of
Instrument Repair; and to encourage Inish
pe wple traveling o Cuba on holiday to carry
]_:l:l:l:n-r ]_:larl:i with them, which Una O rrd:l
supplics
war the l=t number of years, tounsts
tra'l.r#]]:mj; to Cuba have made a real
contribution by becoming one of Una Corda’s
:r|1.1.|]r=: - WVoluntess -1-:|:|'|1._P]".r CATTY 2 a»...'l-.ﬂ*w of
pianc Eﬁarbt ar teols with them in ‘H'I'.-‘:I ug-
E.!j..i“ when they go. When [ travelled there 1
roaght of glue and sandpaper inmy
]“bﬂ‘E E- - gaver thres hundmed kdlos of
partihave besn carried in luggage all with the
approval of the Cuben suthorities.
When [ arrived, my taxi dover pointed to
the baslding and I lhﬂ.ﬂd at him =% if to sy,
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“are you sure?” A man came gut of the
wrrkh J-]:l and looked at me, then dizap-
pr:ar-:-;l nly to return thirty seconds later
v..-am;r.; an lnq-h flag. The workshop was dark
and « 1.|*H.'l,r bt :I:I'h‘.'l.'"‘d:ll)]'lf tidy and clean.
Several voluntesr technicians saf amund talk
ing. Even though ther: was work to be done
Om 'I:]'b"]:l:u:rt-ﬂ aghortage: r:EP.::rIH: a:l'ld"l- Jiest
mﬂmtﬂv‘\r were unable to carry thi mEP
The plangs that are b#:]:ﬁ r*'Pa:l:l'l“d and
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b bﬁlmgtrHa‘um & vt gl e
to twenty of them ar: in the w at :l:m.r
ome Hme. 'luflu’-:hr-.'l ha-f :rl-hw
Havama, amd
the gquowe that are m nead o wataration The
p itself B to be mstored over tme -
with momey raiged inIreland
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help train luc:al technic:ians. o
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